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RIDE AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [12.13 pm]: I rise to inform the house of 
another community-driven initiative supporting our critical services that work with women and children 
experiencing family and domestic violence. Last week, on Tuesday, 17 September, I had the honour of hosting 
this year’s celebration event for the Ride Against Domestic Violence initiative spearheaded by the member for 
Armadale, Dr Tony Buti, MLA. As the name suggests, the Ride Against Domestic Violence is a community 
awareness activity focused on cycling through country Western Australia to raise funds for women’s refuges. This 
year’s route took cyclists from Busselton to Perth on a weekend in May. 
I am not known for my cycling skills, yet I am very glad that others in our state’s private and community sectors 
chose to put theirs to good use and participate in such a worthy, if not tiring, effort. Six refuges have benefited 
from the profits, $60 000 in total, raised from this year’s ride—namely, the Lucy Saw Centre, Pat Thomas House, 
South West Refuge, Starick Services, Tuart House and Zonta House. Most refuges were at last Tuesday’s event to 
thank the riders for their good work. Those services look forward to putting those funds to good use for the clients 
they work with. 
Women’s refuges and safe houses provide important services to help women and their children escape violence 
and abuse and to manage their safety. I have visited around 80 per cent of the refuges and safe houses operating 
throughout the state. Every visit is an opportunity to better understand what makes a quality service, what the 
workforce needs are and the client outcomes that services are working towards. Just as importantly, it is a privilege 
to hear the experiences of survivors about leaving violence and looking forward to getting settled in a home and 
a safe community—a goal that many of us take for granted. 
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